[The sitting position in neurosurgery: the viewpoint of the anesthetist].
The sitting position can be used safely in neurosurgery, if meticulous attention is given to the positioning and the monitoring of the patient during surgery. Venous air embolism remains the most frequent complication. Hypotension is the second complication. A rigorous patient selection of patients, the experience of the anesthesiologist and the neurosurgeon remain the main factors for the choice of the sitting position.